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Exors 

FROM WABIB 

E.,O5. 120658 RDSele3e% 6/14/02 (GROVEs BRANDON) OCRem 
TAGS? MOPS» PLOe XFe UNSCe LEe Se SY 

SUBJECTS WABIB MISSIONS MEETING wITeH BEGIN MONDAY 

° MORNINGe JUNE 24 

REFS A) STATE 1630099 B) STATE 163040 

le (S @» ENTIRE TEXT) 

2 JOINED BY AMBASSADOR LEWIS AND DRAPER: I MET BITH 
BEGIN IN HIS OFFICE FOR ONE HOUR THIS MORNINGs JUNE 14.6 
BEGIN wAS JOINED @Y AVNER AND HIS MILITARY SECRETARY® 
COLONEL NEBO. BEGIN APPEARED IN MUCH BETTER SPIRITS THEN 
ON THE PREVIGUS OAY. WE CONFIDED THAT HE MAD BEEN 
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SUFFERING EXTREME PAIN IN HIS KNEE AND UPPER LEGs AS 

HAPPENED OCCASIONALLYe WHILE THE MEETING WAS INTERRUPTED - 
BY PHONE CALLS@@INCLUDING ONE OF MINE WITH SHAROON|@WE 3 
WERE ABLE TO REVIEW OUR BASIC GOALS AND APPROACHES AND 

CORRECT SOME OF THE MISINTERPRETATIONS FLOWING FROM 

YESTERDAY’S EXCHANGES» 


3e 1 TOLO BEGIN THAT I HAD RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE 
SECRETARY (1) TO REVIEW WITH THE PRIME MINISTER OUR BASIC 

APPROACHES AND OUR BASIC GOALS FOR THE AREA AND (2) TO 

GO TO BEIRUT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN PURSUIT OF OUR POLICY 

OBVECTIVE OF STRENGTHENING LEBANESE GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRYe a 


&, BEGIN SAID THAT LATE LAST NIGHT HE HAD RECEIVED TELEe 
PHONE CALLS FROM BOTH SHARON AND ARENSe HE SAID THAT HE 
HAD BEEN ASTONISHED TO HEAR FROM ARENS THAT HE SUPPOSEDLY 
HAD SAIO TO ME THAT ISRAEL PLANNED TO STAY IN LEBANON FOR 
FIVE YEARS. WE SAID HE HAD TOLD ARENS THAT®s TO THE CONe 
TRARYs HE HAD TOLD ME THAT ISRAEL WAS PREPARED TO LEAVE 
LEBANON AS EARLY AS TWO WEEKS FROM NOWS PROVIDED ADEQUATE 
ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE TOD CONTROL THE BUFFER ZONES IF NO 
SUCH ADEGUATE ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADEs AS HE SAIO TO MEs 
ISRAEL WOULD STAY FOR TEN (SIC) YEARS.e WE SAID HE WAS 
ASTONISHED AT THIS MISREPORTING OF HIS WORDSs 


5. SAM AND I IN REPLY SAID THAT WE HAD ACCURATELY REPORTED 
THE THRUST OF KIS REMARKS ON THAT SUBJECTe NOTING THAT 

HE HAD USED "FIVE" YEARS» RATHER THAN “TENe"” A POINT WHICH 
DAVID KIMCHE AGREED WITH WHEN HE JOINED THE MEETING LATER. 
(NOTES AFTER THE MEETING ENDEDes LEWIS TOLD AVNER PRIVATELY 
THAT THE CONFUSION ABOUT SOME OF BEGIN’S WORDS YESTERDAY 
APPARENTLY STEMMED FROM PRELIMINARY TELEPHONIC REPORTING 

ON THE MEETINGe LEWIS TOLD AVNER THAT THE CABLE REPORT 
REACHED WASHINGTON ONLY AFTER THE SECRETARY SPOKE WITH 
ARENSe AVNER THOUGHT THIS CLARIFICATION WAS IMPORTANT AND 
SAIO HE WOULD EXPLAIN IT TO BEGIN») 


6—- BEGIN THEN TURNED TO OUR INQUIRIES MADE OF THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER LAST NIGHT TO THE EFFECT THAT THE IDF WAS IN THE 
BAABDA AREA. SEGIN CHARACTERISTICALLY FOCUSED ON A 
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SUPPOSED UeSe ACCUSATION THAT IDF TROOPS HAD SURROUNDED 

OR ENTERED THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE IN DRAMATIC FASHION, 

I COUNTERED THAT THIS WAS NOT THE ALLEGATIONe THE 
PROGLEMs AS DESCRIBED BY OUR AMBASSADOR AS AN EYEWITNESS 
AT 0800 THIS MORNINGs WAS THAT THE IDF WAS IN THE AREA OF 
THE PALACE LAST NIGHT AND EVEN THIS MORNINGe DILLON HAD 
REPORTED THAT ISRAELI TANKS WERE WITHIN 100 METERS GF HIS 
RESIDENCE AND THAT GTHER TANKS WERE RINGING THE AREA OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AND THE DEFENSE MINISTRY, 1 
DESCRIBED FOR SEGIN’S BENEFIT THE TERRAIN AND THE RELATIVE 
LOCATION OF THE PALACE® DILLON’S RESIDENCE® ANDO THE DEFENSE 
MINISTRY» au 


7o AT THIS POINTs BEGIN OFFERED TO HELP ME GET IN TOUCH 
BY PHONE WITH SHARON AND I ACCEPTED THE OFFERe 1 HAD 

A FIFTEEN@MINUTE TALK WITH SHARON IK FRONT OF THE PRIME 
MINISTERe DURING wHICH I STRESSED INTER ALIA THE 
FOLLOWINGS 


w@=IT WAS ESSENTIAL THAT THE IDF MOVE OUT OF THE BAABDA 
AREA SINCE ITS PRESENCE THERE WAS A FORM OF INTIMIDCATION, 
THE LEBANESE LEADERS COULD NOT GET IN TO THIS AREA TO 
MEET WITH THE PRESIDENT TO DISCUSS SUCH QUESTIONS AS A 
NATIONAL UNITY CABINET ®HICH WAS IN ISRAEL*S INTERESTS 

AS WELL AS THE UeSe 


eewWwE ARE TRYING TO PRESERVE THE AUTHORITY OF SARKIS» BUT 
ExOIS 


THIS IS NOY POSSIBLE AS LONG AS THERE I£§ THE PERCEPTION 
OF ISRAELI INTIMIDATION. 


wml INTENDED TO GET TO BEIRUT LATER TODAY AND WOULD 
PREFER TO ARRIVE IN THE BAABDA AREA WITHOUT A HEAVY 
YOF PRESENCE, 


- IN RESPONSEs SHARON EXPLAINED THE REASONS FOR HAVING 
MOVED INTO BAABDAs WHICH WAS BASICALLY BECAUSE THE PLO 

IS NOT OBSERVING THE CEASEFIRE AND KE HAD TO PROTECT HIS 
FORCES. WHEN I ASKED WHY THE IDF HAD NOT STOOD IN PLACE 
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WHEN THE CEASEFIRE WAS DECLAREDs SHARON SAID HE HAD 
PREVIOUSLY MADE CLEAR TO ME ANDO SAM THAT HIS INTENTION 
WAS TO CUT THE BEIRUT=DAMASCUS ROAD SO AS TO PREVENT ALL 
MOVEMENT OF MILITARY TRAFFIC ON THAT ROUTEe THIS HAD 
BEEN HIS OBJECTIVE BEFORE THE CEASEFIRE ANO WE SHOULD NOT 
MAVE BEEN SURPRISED AT WHAT HE DID. - 


8» HE AND I ON THE TELEPHONE THEN GOT DOWN TO SPECIFICS 

AS WHERE THE IDF MIGHT GOe I SUGGESTED THAT HE MIGHT 

RETURN THE FORCES COWN THE ROAD FROM WHICH THEY HAD COME, 

BUT HE REFUSED TO DO SOw HE SAID HE WOULD SEND THEM - 
FURTHER EAST INSTEAD. 1 MADE IT TOTALLY CLEAR THAT HE oa 
WOULD NOT WANT THE IMPRESSION LEFT THAT I HAD ASKED : 

HIM TO MOVE HIS FORCES FURTHER EAST$ I ONLY WANTED THE 

IDF PRESENCE REMOVED OR REDUCED IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA 

OF THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT SO AS TO LIFT THE IMPRESSION 

OF ISRAELI INTIMIDATIONe SHARON NOTEDs AMONG OTHER 

THINGSs THAT HIS FORCES FOR NOW LINKED UP WITH THE 

PHALANGEs THAT HE HAD BEEN GIVEN A ®ARM RECEPTION AT THE 

GRAND SERAIs AND THAT HE HAD NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO 

ESTABLISH LIAISON WITH AN OFFICIAL LEBANESE REPRESENTA@ 

TIVE (ALTHOUGH 1 NOTED THAT THE LEBANESE A DAY EARLIER 

HAD AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO USING JORNNY ABDUL). IJ SAID 

I wOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES LATER 

TODAY REGARDING THE EXACT ROAD ROUTE I WOULD USE TO THE 

AREA AND URGED HIM NOT TO LINE UP HIS TROOPS TO GIVE ME 

A SALUTE AS I PASSED BY AS HE JESTINGLY HAD SUGGESTED. 


Ge AFTER THIS PHONE CALLe I RETURNED TO DESCRIBING TO 
BEGIN OUR POSITION ON BASIS OF REFTELSe THESE WEREs I 
SAID 
(1) THE STRENGTHENING OF THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT? 


(2) A DRAMATIC REDUCTION OF SYRIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON 
IN THE CONTEXT QF ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL? 


(3) AN END TO THE PLO AS AN EXTRATERRITORIAL ELEMENT IN 

LEBANON AND ABSORPTION OF THE PLO THERE INTO A FRAMEWORK aa 
RECEPTIVE TO LEBANESE AUTHORITYs AS WAS THE CASE PRIOR 

TO THE GROWTH OF PLO AND SYRIAN MILITARY POWER IN LEBANONs 
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(4) AN END TO THE HADDAD ENCLAVE AND TO HADDAD’S INDEPEN] 
DENT STATUS AND RETIREMENT OF HADDAD HIMSELF WITH AMNESTY 
OR INTEGRATION OF HIS PERSONNEL INTO GOL/LEBANESE SOCIETY 
eeAND AGREEMENT BY THE OTHER LEBANESE POLITICAL FACTIONS 
TO WORK TO ACHIEVE THEIR OBVECTIVES IN COOPERATION WITH 
AND THROUGH THE LEGITIMATE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT, (NOTES 
UPON REQUESTs LEWIS GAVE AVNER THIS FORMULATION AGAIN ON 
THE SIDE TO ASSURE ACCURACY OF THE ISRAELI RECORDe)s 


(5) STRENGTHENING PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONSs AND 


(6) DEALING WITH THE CRITICAL REGIONAL DIMENSIONS OF THE 
PROBLEM. : 
10. WHILE I WENT THROUGH THESE POINTSs BEGIN INTERRUPTED 
FREGUENTLY3 


eeHE TOOK EXCEPTION TO THE TERM "DRAMATIC REDUCTION” OF ~ 
THE SYRIAN PRESENCE. THERE WAS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

TMIS CONCEPT AND FULL WITHORAWALs (E ARGUED TMAT SINCE 
THE UeSe WANTED FULL ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL» IT SHOULO BE 
EQUAL TREATMENT AS REGARDS THE SYRIANS. MOREQVER®s HE SAID 
I SHOULD TELL SARKIS THAT HE SHOULD WITHDRAR HIS INVITA# 
TION FOR AN ADFe AND THEREBY GET RIO OF SYRIAe IN 
RESPONSEs I SAID THAT HIS QUESTION ABOUT A “DRAMATIC 
REDUCTION" WAS REASONABLE. HE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT OUR 
ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE WAS THAT “ALL FOREIGN FORCES" IN 
LEBANON SHOULD WITHDRAWe INCLUDING THE SYRIANS» AND THAT 
THIS WAS PARALLEL WITH ISRAEL’S OWN POSITIONS 


eeBEGIN TOOK THE STRONGEST EXCEPTION TO OUR FORMULATION 

FOR HADDAD AND HIS MENe HE SAID WE. COULD NOT ACCEPT ONE 
WORD OF THE UeSe FORMULA IT WAS “"TOTALLYs UTTERLYs AND 
UNEGUIVOCALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO ISRAEL." HE SAID HE HAD TO 


ExOrs 

SAY THIS BECAUSE SILENCE MIGHT BE INTERPRETED AS AGREEMENT. 
ISRAEL WILL NOT LEAVE IN THE LURCH A FRIEND@mwHO WAS TWICE 
WOUNDEDe@=SINCE ISRAEL WAS ACCUSTOMED YO BEING LEFT IN 

THE LURCH ITSELFe HE STRONGLY CONDEMMED AS PERJORATIVE 
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THE TERM "AMNESTY" AND WAS ONLY SLIGHTLY LESS SARCASTIC 
ABOUT THE TERM "RETIREMENT." 


eeTHE HADDAD SITUATION WAS A GREAT PROBLEM, IT WOULD 
REGUIRE CAREFUL CABINET CONSIDERATION AND DECISIONe HE 
SAID HE RECOGNIZED THAT IT WAS IMPORTANTeeWHEN I REMINDED 
HIMe=sTHAT THERE SHOULO BE A STRONGER CENTRAL LEBANESE 
AUTHORITY OVER ALL OF LEBANONe I ASKED WHETHER THERE WAS 
ANY FUNOAMENTAL ISRAELI OBVECTIVE TC ALLOWING LEBANESE 
SOVEREIGNTY IN SOUTH LEBANONe , 


emHE SAID NOs AND THEN SAID WE MUST €ONSULT CAREFULLY ON 
THIS ISSUES "LET US REASON TOGETHER." 


eeAS FOR PEACEKEEPINGs BEGIN REITERATED SOME OF HIS PRIOR 
NEGATIVE COMMENTS ABOUT UNIFIL~» HE CHARACTERIZED UNIFIL 
AS "USEFUL BUT DISAPPOINTINGe* A UN FORCE WAS DANGEROUS 
BECAUSE OF THE HOSTILITY TO ISRAEL WITHIN THE SC AND GA, 
RECALLING THE THREE CONCEPTS HE MAD OISCUSSED PREVIOUSLY 
WITH MEs BEGIN SAID WE AND THE CABINET HAD NOW DECIDED 
THEY WOULD PROPOSE ONLY QNE OPTIONS & MULTINATIONAL FORCE 
(MNF) ALONG THE LINES OF THE SINAI MFQs PREFERABLY WITH A 
UseSe COMPONENT. HOWEVERs HE ACKNOWLEDGED THE UseSe CERTAING 
LY HAS A RIGHT TO KEEP GPEN OTHER OPTIONS IF IT WISHED, 
HOWEVER» PEACEKEEPING IN THE UNIFIL SENSE HAD BECOME 
OUTMODEDe IT COULD NOT PREVENT BLOCDSHEDe THE STATUS GUO 
COULO NOT BE RESTORED. 


wel MADE IT CLEAR THAT WE REMAIN CONVINCED THAT A UN 
ORGANIZATIONs BUT WITH A STRONGER MANDATE TRAN UNIFIL NOW 
ENJOYEDs HAD TO BE KEPT OPEN AS A POSSIBILITYe WE MIGHT 
HAVE TO TRY THE UN ROUTE FIRST. BEGIN SAIO HE STILL PRE@ 
FERRED AN MFO MODEL. THE MFO WAS A GOOD FORCE AND WELL 
ARMEDe WE THOUGHT THE FRENCH WOULD BE HAPPY TO JOIN AN 
MNFe SAM LEWIS STRESSED ONCE AGAIN THAT IF SOMETHING LIKE 
UNIFIL WERE USEDs A MUCH STRONGER MANDATE WOULD BE ESSEN®@ 
TIAL se KIMCHEs SUPPORTED By BEGIN»s SAIO THAT CONSISTENT 
WITH ISRAEL*°S PREFERENCE FOR AN MNFe ISRAEL WOULD PREFER 
THAT THE UeSe EFFORTS CONCENTRATE FIRST ON ACHIEVING AN 
MNF RATHER THAN A UN FORCEs AND THER DECIDE WHETHER AN 
MNF wAS FEASIBLE BEFORE RESORTING TG THE UN OPTION. 
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EQUALLY UNDESIRABLEs WE ADDEDs WOULD BE PARALLEL EFFORTS 
AT THE TWO OPTIONSe THIS WOULD SIMPLY WEAKEN THE OVERALL 
CASE FOR A FORCE: ACCEPTABLE AND USEFUL TO ISRAEL, 


w°ON THIS LAST POINTs I SAID WE WOULD DO OUR BEST UNDER 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES. WE NEEDED TO HAVE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
THE DETAILS ON WHAT ISRAEL WAS PROPOSING FOR THE MNF 
ARRANGEMENTs AS HAD BEEN PROMISED AT THE MEETING LAST 
NIGHT. KIMCHE AND BEGIN EXPLAINED THAT THE EXPERTS* WORK 
WOULD HAVE TO BE REVIEWED SY THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEES 
THEREFORE IT WOULD TAKE SEVERAL DAYS AT GEST. 


eel THEN STRESSED STRONGLY==GUOTING THE SECRETARY IN HIS 
TALK WITH ARENS@=THAT WE WILL WORK TO SEE THAT ARRANGEMENTS 
ARE ADEQUATE FOR ISRKAEL’S INTERESTS, 1 MADE THIS POINT 
REPEATEDLY» BUT ALSO NOTED THE SECRETARY’S VIEWS THAT 
BILATERAL AGREEMENTS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND INDIVIDUAL TROOP 
CONTRIBUTOR NATIONS WERE PROBABLY NOT POSSIBLE OR FEASIBLE. 
THIS 18 A SUBJECT ON WHICH WE SHOULO CONSULT MORE CLOSELY 
ONCE AGAIN WHEN ISRAEL WAS READY TO PROVIDE DETAILS ON ITS 
VIEWS. . 


Ale BEGIN WAS INTERRUPTED AT THIS POINT BY A MESSAGE FROM 
SHARONe HE THEN TOLD US THAT "WE HAVE NEWS THAT THE 
TERRORISTS HAVE KILLED PART OF OUR PRISONERSe LAST NIGHT 
WE THOUGHT THEY HAD ALL BEEN MASSACRED. NOW SHARON THINKS 
ONLY PART HAVE BEEN KILLED. WE HAVE OVER 39000 PRISONERS 
BUT WE TREAT THEM HUMANELYe"” (NOTES IN RESPONSE TO 
LEWIS’ QUERY» BEGIN SAID HE THOUGHT THAT ABOUT SEVENTEEN 
ISRAELIS WERE IN PLO HANOS.) I IMMEDIATELY SAID I WOULD 
TRY URGENTLY WHEN I REACHED BEIRUT» AS MY FIRST PRIORITY» 
THROUGH THE LEBANESE AUTHORITIESs TC MELP ON THE ISRAELI 
PRISONER PROBLEM, 


122 AS THE MEETING DREW TO AN ENDe { REVIEWED WITH BEGIN 
WHAT I PLANNED TO DO ON MY TRIP TO BEIRUT. I STRESSED THE 
NECESSITY OF LIFTING THE IMPRESSION OF ISRAELI INTIMIDATION 
OF THE LEBANSE CENTER OF GOVERNMENT, I WENT ON TD SAY 

THAT £ WOULD OISCUSS WITH SARKIS AND OTHER LEBANESE LEADERS 
HOW TO MOVE TO CLOSER COOPERATION AMONG THE LEBANESE 
FACTIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE LEGITIMACY AND AUTHORITY OF THE 
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CENTRAL GOVERNMENTe I SAID THAT I WOULD RETURN WITHIN A 
FEW DAYS TO ISRAEL®s® UNFORTUNATELYs AFTER BEGIN’S DEPARTURE 
FOR THE UeSes AND THAT I WOULD PROBABLY GO THROUGH DAMASCUS 
ENROUTEse I SAID I WOULD NOTs HOWEVERs NEGOTIATE TRE : 
LEBANESE SITUATION IN SYRIAs BEGIN WISHED ME WELL» AND . 
SAID THAT I COULO SPEAK FREELY AND FRANKLYeeJUST AS I DID 
WITH HIM@owWITH DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER ERHLICHse WHO WOULO 

BE IN CHAKGE DURING HIS ABSENCE. , 


13. DAMASCUS MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. DEPT SHOULD CONSIDER 
REPEATING MESSAGE TO BEIRUTs DEPENDING ON CURRENT COMMO . 
CAPABILITY AT BEIRUT EMBASSYe GROVE 


va 


END OF MESSAGE SECRET 
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